PATHOLOGY.
Cow-Pox produced from Grease in the Horse.?Professor Berndt has related the case, in Hufeland's Journal, of a stable boy, who had neither been vaccinated nor had the small-pox. After dressing a horse affected with the disease known under the name of " Eaux aux Jambes," he had vaccine pustules in the hands. Several persous were inoculated with matter taken from these vesicles, and the true vaccine disease was pToduced. No It was the same with chairs and tables, the legs were always placed upwards. The child was suspected of obstinacy and bad temper, and punishment was inflicted. He declared, however, that he represented every object in the position in which he saw them; and, as in every other respect they were very accurately sketched, he was at length believed. If the object he was about to draw was turned before it was given to him, he then represented it in its natural position; from which it was evident that the sensations communicated to the eye corresponded with the inversion formed upon the retina. This state of vision continued upwards of a year. From tbe age of eight years, the child saw objects in their natural position.
Cases analogous, if not precisely similar to this, have been before observed. Thus, a man saw every object in an inverted position for a considerable time. Houses appeared to him to rest upon their roofs, men to walk upon their heads, Stc. This aberration of sight was produced by derangement of the digestive organs, and ceased with the cause which gave rise to it. Dr. Wolla'ston, after violent exercise of body and mind, suddenly found that he could only see half the figures of persons whom he met, or of any other object presented to him. Dr. Crawfurd relates the case of a woman, who was attacked with a slight paralytic affection of tbe left side, after which she could only see the right half of objects; and, although she Y. K., at the age of eleven years, was attacked, without any assignable cause, with violent headache that came on daily. His constitution was good, and with this exception he had been unusually healthy through life. When I first saw him (March 1819) it had continued three years, and had been gradually progressing in violence, but he thought he suffered rather most in summer.
There had been no respite to the complaint, except during a few days when he was taking emetics. The paroxysms did uot return at the same hour, and could be brought on at any time by exposure to the sun, over exertion, putting on a tight hat, or by any thing that bound his head considerably, which was rather disproportionably large. Ultimately the attacks lasted several hours, but varied a good deal both as to violence and duration, and were never accompanied by nausea or fever, nor seemed to depend on any thing that had been eaten. The pain was not confined to a small part, as is very often the case in periodical headache arising from intermittent fever, nor, like hemicrania, did it occupy one side of the head: the forehead suffered most^ and was generally warm, but no part was entirely exempt from pain. He had taken very little medicine; for a physician of eminence, in the part of the country from which the family had lately removed, gave an assurance that it would be to no purpose, and great reliance was placed on his opinion. The parents were unwilling to have recourse to any thing painful, or even disagreeable, without a prospect of benefit. During two years the child continued at school, but afterwards he was obliged to lay aside his studies.
His case was stated to me while in attendance on his brother. I represented to them the impropriety of abandoning him to the operation of nature, which had been of no service, and that it was time enough to despair of relief when the resources of medicine had been fairly tried, and failed. Upon their consenting to his becoming my patient, I directed five drops of Fowler's solution of arsenic to be given him three times a day. This treatment was continued two weeks without any improvement in his complaint; nor was any nausea, griping, or swelling of the eyelids or face, produced. A day or two afterwards, without his taking any other medicine, he ceased to be attacked; nor was there any subsequent return of the disease for two years, when the patient removed to a distant part of the country to live, and I have not heard from him since. He was directed to be particular to avoid all exciting causes, to keep his bowels open, and to use but little animal food.
As Removal of the Tonsils.?The frequent occurrence of the disease requiring the operation of removing the tonsils, should be deemed a sufficient apology for calling the attention of the profession to a subject apparently so simple in itself, and which is rendered still more so from the various improvements suggested by the surgeons of this country, as well as by those of Europe.
Of late years, the removal of the tonsils by the canula and silver wire was considered the only safe and practicable mode of removing those glands. The mode of operating was by means of a double canula, from three or four inches in length, armed with a silver wire ; the latter to be placed round the tumor, and to be drawn with a degree of tightness requisite to strangle the part enclosed, and the wire to be tightened from time to time, until the part dropped off; which generally was accomplished within four or five days. To Dr. Physick the credit is due of shortening the suffering of the patient, by removing the wire after the first twenty-four hours, leaving the slough to separate by the process of nature; and by substituting an iron wire instead of silver, which is more readily disengaged from its attachments : but even with these improvements the patients suffered much, not only from the pain of the application, but from the inflammation and fever which is attendant upon this mode of operating. All other modifications of this plan are very unimportant. Having had an opportunity, during my late residence iu France, of frequently witnessing the successful removal of the tonsils by the knife, and having, since my return, performed that operation in six instances with the same favorable results, I avail myself of the opportunity afforded me, through the medium of this Journal, to call the attention of the profession to the manner of conducting this operation, and the advantages it possesses over every other mode of removing the diseased tonsils. Nothing more is necessary than to pass a hook through the body of the enlarged gland, and to raise it from its bed between the arches of the palate ; then to pass a probe-pointed bistoury under its base, and with one stroke to sever it from its connexion. The hemorrhage never exceeds two ounces, and is always to be arrested by a draught of cold water.
The following case is illustrative of the advantages which this mode has over all others before mentioned:
A young lady, fourteen years old, suffered great inconvenience for a long time from an enlargement of both tonsils. Dr. Brown, the attending physician, consulted me as to the practicability of removing the tonsil of the opposite side by means of the knife : to this there could be no objection. Having assured her that it would be attended with a momentary pain, and that very inconsiderable compared with what she had experienced, she consented to the operation. It was performed in the short space of half a minute. The patient instantly declared that the pain bore no comparison to her sufferings caused by the operation recommended by Dr. Physick ; nor afterwards did she experience the least inconvenience ; even the next day she was enabled to walk out for pleasure.
The objection usually advanced to this practice arises from an erroneous idea as to the vascularity of the tonsil, and the hemorrhage to be apprehended. Referring to the vessels of the throat and posterior nares, we find that the artery Which nourishes the tonsil is so indirect in its origin as to have the force of the circulation expended before it reaches its destination, being a branch of the third branch of the facial, which again is the third branch of the external carotid, making in all no less than six branches. Under these
